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(54) Dual gumstrip applicator for tire cord belts 

(57) A method and apparatus is described for apply- 
ing unvulcanized gumstrips (11) in precise overlapping 
relation on the marginal edges (12.13) of an unvulcan- 
ized tire reinforcem€iit43eft or breaker (14) to enhance 
the adhesion between the reinforcement belt or breaker 
and surrounding components of a finished, vulcanized 
tire. The method and apparatus comprise a number of 
important features; namely, tensioning the gumstrips as 
they pay out from a letoff device (21). reeving the gum- 
strips, in tension, at least partially around a pair of bar- 
rel-shaped rollers (23) which precisely locate the 
gumstrips for sut)sequent contact with a belt as it moves 



in a horizontal pathway, providing a specially contoured 
roller (25) for applying the gumstrips to the moving belt, 
removing a protective cover sheet (20) from each gum- 
strq3 at a unique angle wtiere the resistance to separat- 
ing the two components is minimized, and folding any 
portions of the gumstrips overhanging the marginal 
edges of the t>elt. at a plurality of stations which enrploy 
at least two sets of rollers (32.37.39.56) which are resil- 
iently and horizontally preloaded to accomnrKKlate vari- 
ations in the width of the belts being processed. 
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